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was nneasy about this so-called trust question and was re-
flecting in his mind what he should do in the matter.
X. wanted me to do nothing at all, and say nothing except
platitudes; accept the publication of what some particular
company chooses to publish, as a favor, instead of demand-
ing what we think ought to be published from all companies
as a right"

On the eve of the assembling of Congress the President
invited me to the White House, saying that he would like
to have me go over the message. After reaching Washing-
ton I called upon John Hay, Secretary of State, who had
been my honored and valued friend for many years. When
I said to him that I was going to read the message, he re-
marked: "You will be greatly interested. The President
has written every word of it himself. Under McKinley,
all of us in the Cabinet contributed portions relating to
matters in our departments; the message was thus a com-
posite document. Eoosevelt has written the whole of his
himself; it is the most individual message since Lincoln."

The message had been awaited with great interest, not
only by the members of both houses of Congress, but by
the general public as well, because of the universal recog-
nition of the entry of a new force in national administra-
tion. It was the first Presidential message sent to Con-
gress in print rather than in script. This was a new de-
parture, ordered by Eoosevelt, as in keeping with the times.
His action caused mild comment at the time, and was the
forerunner of a much more radical departure five years
later, which caused far more agitated comment, when he
sent in a special message illustrated with photographic
reproductions, giving the results of his trip to Panama to
inspect the canal work which had just begun.

The reception of the message by Congress revealed the
deep interest with which it had been awaited. The account
sent out to the country by the Associated Press read:

"It was listened to with marked respect in the Senate.
Not in many years have the members of the House listened